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1   WHEREUPON, the following proceedings were 

2   had and testimony taken, to-wit:

3   * * * * *

4   (Mr. Leu not present)

5   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Hi.  This is 

6   Karen Bucklin-Sanchez here in Bozeman.  I'm 

7   serving as Chair by default today.  Why don't we 

8   begin the meeting.  I will call the meeting to 

9   order.  I would like if everybody who is present 

10   could just introduce themselves so we're sure of 

11   who is here, please.  Kathleen, why don't you 

12   start.  

13   MS. WILLIAMS:  Kathleen.  I'm here.  

14   MR. MUGGLI:  Roger Muggli.  I'm here in 

15   Miles City.  

16   MR. SALLEY:  Earl Salley, Great Falls.  

17   MR. WENDLAND:  Mike Wendland in Rudyard.  

18   MR. McNEIL:  Rod McNeil, Montana DEQ, 

19   here in Helena.  

20   MS. NEUMAN:  Stevie Neuman, present.  

21   MS. STEINMETZ:  Amy Steinmetz, DEQ.  

22   MR. BUKANTIS:  Bob Bukantis.  And one 

23   thing I just want to ask, especially given the 

24   phone situation, when people talk, why don't we 

25   say who we are, just to help Laurie with getting 
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1   the recording done correctly.  

2   MS. NEUMAN:  Stephanie Crider, DEQ.  

3   MS. FREESTONE:  I'm Nola Freestone with 

4   Eco Assets Management here in Helena.  

5   MR. LaVIGNE:  Paul LaVigne with DEQ.  

6   MR. BUKANTIS:  I'll run through this 

7   real quickly.  Claudia Massman, our great water 

8   attorney, and Terry Campbell, also DEQ.  And now 

9   we're good to go.  We've got everyone.  

10   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you 

11   very much everybody for introducing yourselves.  

12   The meeting is called to order.  What I would like 

13   to begin with is the agenda.  Has everybody on the 

14   committee had a chance to review the agenda?  And 

15   if so, would you let us know if there is any 

16   changes that anybody would like to make, please 

17   speak up.  

18   (No response)  

19   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  I don't hear 

20   changes to the agenda.  

21   We will begin with the first item which 

22   is approval of the minutes from February 17th, 

23   2012.  Has everybody read the minutes?  

24   (Response)  

25   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Are there any 
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1   more comments regarding the minutes?  

2   (No response)  

3   MR. WENDLAND:  I move we accept the 

4   minutes as distributed.  

5   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Great.  Thank 

6   you.  

7   MR. SALLEY:  I move to second that.  

8   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  And vote, 

9   please.  

10   (Response)  

11   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you.  

12   The minutes have been approved.  

13   We'll move on with our agenda.  There 

14   are two action items today.  The first one is a 

15   review of DEQ7.  Rod McNeil and Amy Steinmetz.  

16   MR. McNEIL:  Madam Chairman, this is Rod 

17   McNeil, Montana DEQ.  Members of the committee, 

18   we've come before you on several previous 

19   occasions to discuss changes to DEQ7 that will all 

20   be incorporated.  Today we just wanted to cover a 

21   couple of adjustments, I guess I'll call them, to 

22   the final version of DEQ7 as we would propose to 

23   bring it forward to the Board of Environmental 

24   Review.  

25   First amongst those are we're proposing 
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1   to remove manganese from the listing in DEQ7 

2   because there are no numeric water quality 

3   standards either for human health or aquatic life 

4   for manganese.  

5   The footnote refers to the secondary 

6   maximum concentration limits for manganese, but 

7   this has produced some confusion, so we're 

8   proposing to eliminate that.  We have an 

9   alternative authority to implement a narrative 

10   standard which is ARM 17-30-637, and that provides 

11   the Department with an independent source of 

12   authority to develop site specific standards in 

13   any case.  So we're basically just trying to 

14   remove some redundancy within the DEQ7.  

15   The same is true of iron, although we 

16   have dropped the footnote, and we are leaving the 

17   aquatic life standard, numeric standard, for iron 

18   in place for DEQ7.  

19   The third area of change has been the 

20   required reporting values, and Amy Steinmetz has 

21   been working with this long and hard, so I'm going 

22   to let her discuss with you what those changes 

23   are.  If you have any questions relative to 

24   manganese and iron, I think we'll wait until after 

25   she's made her presentation, and we'll answer 
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1   whatever questions you have.  

2   MS. STEINMETZ:  Madam Chair, members of 

3   the Council, this is Amy Steinmetz, DEQ Water 

4   Quality Standards.  As Rod said, we've brought 

5   DEQ7 before you several times in the last year, 

6   and you've asked some good questions, made some 

7   good suggestions.  

8   In November, you made the recommendation 

9   for us to move forward taking DEQ7 to BER after we 

10   addressed some issues with the required reporting 

11   values, and we took a long hard look at those, and 

12   made some adjustments, and talked to you about 

13   those in February.  And after that February 

14   meeting, we sent our required reporting values to 

15   the labs for their review, and so what I'm going 

16   to talk about just a little bit today is based on 

17   their review.  

18   We talked in February about the 

19   calculations, and we talked about how first we go 

20   to the labs, we ask them for their method 

21   detection limits, and using those method detection 

22   limits, we calculate the required reporting 

23   values.  After those required reporting values are 

24   calculated, then we apply some selection criteria 

25   to come up with the final required reporting 
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1   value.  

2   We're just adding one criteria to that 

3   to make it easier for the labs, and that new 

4   criteria is for pollutants with high standards.  

5   If the calculated required reporting values are 

6   all smaller than 10 percent of the standard, then 

7   we can default to a laboratory minimum reporting 

8   limit, if it's closer to 10 percent of the 

9   standard.  

10   And the reason for doing that is that it 

11   avoids putting undue pressure on the labs in  

12   situations where it is not necessary.  If we have 

13   that high standard, we don't need a tiny, tiny 

14   detection limit that the labs might have a hard 

15   time achieving, and that was one of their comments 

16   to us, and in some cases we were able to 

17   accommodate them by just adding that one criteria.  

18   And the other thing that I wanted to 

19   talk about with the required reporting values is 

20   in response to some review by the Department, and 

21   it is just clarifying the definition of the 

22   required reporting values.  The new definition in 

23   DEQ7 will be the RRV is a Department selection of 

24   a laboratory reporting limit that is sufficiently 

25   sensitive to meet the most stringent numeric water 
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1   quality standard.  So kind of simplifies the old 

2   definition.  Although the old definition is still 

3   explained in the text of DEQ7, it is just that 

4   that one liner.  The definition has been 

5   simplified.  

6   So those are the changes to the required 

7   reporting values.  

8   MR. McNEIL:  Do members of the Board 

9   have any questions regarding RRVs or manganese and 

10   iron changes?  

11   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Rod, this is 

12   Karen Sanchez.  Could you explain again the 

13   difference between iron and manganese in terms of 

14   the DEQ7.  

15   MR. McNEIL:  Sure.  For manganese, we've 

16   eliminated manganese from DEQ7 because we don't 

17   currently have any standards either for aquatic 

18   life or human health.  So obviously it doesn't 

19   make much sense to have a footnote for something 

20   that isn't there, so Footnote 24 was eliminated.  

21   With iron, we do have an aquatic life 

22   standard for iron, and so we've left the iron 

23   standard in place, but modified the footnote to 

24   eliminate the reference to external guidance.  The 

25   standard will stand as it sits in DEQ7.  
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1   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you.  

2   MS. WILLIAMS:  Karen, I have a question.  

3   This is Kathleen.  

4   Rod, can you inform us of either the 

5   human health risks or the aquatic risks of high 

6   levels of manganese.  And then also if you're not 

7   including it in DEQ7, is there intent to develop a 

8   narrative standard, or what's the plan?  So two

9   questions there.  

10   MR. McNEIL:  The state of research on 

11   manganese, probably the states of Minnesota and 

12   Illinois have currently the largest research 

13   programs on manganese.  There is an EPA health 

14   advisory that has been issued for manganese at 300 

15   micrograms per liter.  The state of Minnesota 

16   feels that that value is too high, and the work is 

17   being reviewed by the EPA.  They have not 

18   promulgated a standard as of today.  We certainly 

19   recognize it as a substance of concern, and would 

20   incorporate a standard once it's available from 

21   the EPA.  

22   The levels of manganese that are of 

23   importance are above 100 micrograms -- there seems 

24   to be a consensus on that -- 100 micrograms per 

25   liter; and the effects are strongest in neonatal 
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1   development, so it's of importance particularly in 

2   neonatal development and in children below two 

3   years of age.  

4   So this brings up, I guess I'll call it, 

5   another area of development perhaps within DEQ7 

6   where we may develop standards in the future that 

7   are age specific, but this is something that's 

8   currently only initially being developed by some 

9   states and the federal government, so it has got a 

10   ways to go before we know what the right levels 

11   are.  

12   Does that answer your question relative 

13   to the state of research?  

14   MS. WILLIAMS:  Well, does DEQ have a 

15   plan to move forward on that standard, or are you 

16   just going to wait?  

17   MR. McNEIL:  We will reassess the 

18   information as it becomes available.  The first 

19   publication on this was just released in, I think 

20   it was October of 2011, so this is pretty recent 

21   information; and the state standard has not been 

22   accepted by Minnesota yet.  

23   So currently there are no standards 

24   anywhere in the United States for manganese for  

25   human health.  There are secondary standards for 
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1   staining porcelain and that kind of stuff, but for 

2   human health we're still in the development stage.  

3   MS. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  Thank you.  

4   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Council 

5   members, do you have any other comments or 

6   questions for Rod and Amy?  

7   (No response)  

8   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Okay.  Thank 

9   you, Rod and Amy.  

10   The action item for the Council today 

11   regarding proposed DEQ7 is to provide feedback, 

12   and then to act upon the request, and make a 

13   recommendation whether DEQ7 should be taken before 

14   the May Board of Environmental Review meeting.  Is 

15   there any discussion?  

16   OPERATOR:  Now joining.  

17   MR. LEU:  Mitchell.  

18   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Hello, 

19   Mitchell.  

20   MR. LEU:  Hi, guys.  Sorry I'm late.  My 

21   boss showed up and wanted to go for a walk.  

22   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Mitchell, 

23   this is Karen Sanchez.  I'm default Chairperson 

24   this morning for the meeting.  

25   MR. LEU:  Thanks for volunteering.  
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1   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  You're 

2   welcome.  You're joining us.  The Council members 

3   present currently are Roger, Stevie, Earl, Mike, 

4   and Kathleen.  Do you have a copy of the agenda?  

5   MR. LEU:  Yes, I've got the full meal 

6   deal here.  

7   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Where we are 

8   in the agenda is Rod McNeil and Amy Steinmetz just 

9   finished giving their presentation on DEQ7; a 

10   couple questions were asked regarding the iron and 

11   manganese being removed from DEQ7.  Amy gave a 

12   presentation on a couple of the parameters, I 

13   guess, that they use to determine levels, the 

14   concentrations listed in the DEQ7 regarding 

15   capacity for labs.  And then we were asking for 

16   any discussion in order to act on the request to 

17   take DEQ7 to the May Board of Environmental Review 

18   meeting.  

19   MR. WENDLAND:  Madam Chair, this is Mike 

20   Wendland.  I think as this was explained to us by 

21   Rod and Amy, I think it would be good for the 

22   Council to approve this recommendation, so I guess 

23   the action you wanted to take, I would move that 

24   we take this updated version to the May meeting 

25   for the BER.  
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1   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you.  

2   MS. NEUMAN:  Second.  

3   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Stevie 

4   seconded.  There is a motion to recommend that 

5   DEQ7 is taken to the May Board of Environmental 

6   Review meeting.  All in favor.  

7   (Response)  

8   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Motion 

9   passed.  Thank you.  

10   The next action item on the agenda is 

11   regarding DEQ2.  It sounds like Todd Teegarden 

12   will be here to give us a presentation.  Todd.  

13   MR. CAMPBELL:  Madam Chair, and members 

14   of the Council, for the record, my name is Terry 

15   Campbell, and I'm with the DEQ Planning Division 

16   in the Water Pollution Control SRF Program, and 

17   Todd Teegarden has asked me to speak on this issue 

18   today with you as he wasn't able to be present.  

19   So today I wanted to summarize, first of 

20   all, at the last Council meeting held in February, 

21   the Planning Division gave you all a presentation 

22   on our nutrient reduction strategy, which is a 

23   statewide strategy to try and remove nutrients 

24   from surface waters, a planning process that 

25   incorporated numeric nutrient criteria development 
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1   and implementation, the Nutrient Work Group 

2   involvement, nutrient trading policy, revisions to 

3   a Department Circular, DEQ2; and then also a new 

4   Department Circular, DEQ12.  

5   And in that overview, we talked about a 

6   very small piece of that puzzle as being involved 

7   in the DEQ2 revisions.  And as a reminder, 

8   Circular DEQ2 within the Department is the 

9   standard that sets the wastewater treatment design 

10   standards, if you will, for facilities that are 

11   like lagoons, and larger mechanical facilities, 

12   and not the onsite surface treatment facilities 

13   like you would see in a subdivision or a 

14   multi-family system.  These are typically the 

15   larger municipal systems that we're talking about, 

16   and these are the design standards that affect 

17   those systems.  

18   As a small piece of that puzzle, we have 

19   developed an Appendix B, which is a new provision 

20   within that circular that has to do with effluent 

21   reuse, and that's where my focus will be today.  

22   The standard itself is -- really I guess the 

23   implementation of that standard kind of falls 

24   under the Public Water Supply Act, which is a 

25   separate act from which the Council typically 
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1   would take an action on.  

2   So under the Public Water Supply Act, we 

3   could go directly to the Board of Environmental 

4   Review without the Water Pollution Control 

5   Advisory Council involvement.  However, a small 

6   piece of what we're trying to accomplish with this 

7   package is to make an adjustment to the Water 

8   Quality Act, and that's the piece I'll be speaking 

9   to you today about, trying to kind of bring you up 

10   to speed, I guess, on that small change that we're 

11   proposing.  

12   In the last legislative session, we went 

13   to the Legislature with a proposal for effluent 

14   reuse alternatives as part of our nutrient 

15   strategy, and we were successful in the 

16   Legislature in getting House Bill 52 passed, and 

17   House Bill 52 directed the Department to establish 

18   reclaimed water classification systems.  

19   So in other words, this is the effluent 

20   from wastewater treatment facilities, and this is 

21   the assignment we were given to classify those 

22   effluents as to how they were treated.  We were to 

23   establish levels of treatment for those various 

24   classes; define the allowable uses of these 

25   treated effluents; and then create monitoring, 
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1   recordkeeping, and reporting requirements for 

2   reuse options that communities would look at.  

3   Also in that bill, as an amendment to 

4   the bill during the session, there was a rider 

5   added to the bill that requires the DNRC 

6   involvement such that we ensure that these 

7   communities have the proper water rights to take 

8   on these reuse projects.  So there is a mechanism 

9   now within this process that would require that we 

10   verify the water rights are secured prior to 

11   proceeding.  

12   The actions we've taken to date as a 

13   Department is we've developed guidance prior to 

14   this bill to try and bring consultants and the 

15   industry up to speed with these reuse 

16   alternatives, to let them know and be able to 

17   comment on the various alternatives that we were 

18   looking at.  

19   And then in the last 18 months or so, 

20   we've taken that guidance, using internal review 

21   processes here at a DEQ with multiple divisions, 

22   and converted that guidance into Appendix B within 

23   Department Circular DEQ2.  Appendix B is where you 

24   would find the classes of the reclaimed water that 

25   the House Bill directed us to establish.  It is 
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1   also where you would find the uses and the 

2   monitoring provisions, reporting provisions, for 

3   those reclaimed waters.  

4   We are a little different in Montana 

5   than other states.  We took a look at about 

6   fifteen other states and the reuse packages that 

7   they have in place.  We're a little behind many of 

8   those states as far as developing these standards.  

9   There is kind of a national movement to encourage 

10   reuse to get effluent out of the rivers and 

11   streams, and reuse it on land application projects 

12   primarily.  

13   So this standard would bring us up to 

14   speed with the national movement.  Right now there 

15   are 28 states in the United States that have the 

16   ability to allow use of reuse water in an 

17   unclassified fashion.  In other words, it is 

18   treated so highly that they feel it can be used in 

19   lieu of potable water or irrigation water for 

20   irrigation projects, and that's what this effort 

21   is working towards gathering for the State of 

22   Montana.  

23   However in Montana, we have the 

24   nondegradation law, which makes us a little 

25   different than any of the other states.  So we 
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1   have, especially under nondeg, nitrogen 

2   limitations, which many of the other states do 

3   not.  

4   So when we developed the classification 

5   system for these reuse waters, we created two 

6   classes, the A-1 and B-1 classes -- if you've had 

7   time to look at those tables -- which are very, 

8   very highly treated effluents.  

9   The A-1 class waters are filtered 

10   usually through a membrane type of a process.  

11   They're highly disinfected to almost meet drinking 

12   water disinfection criteria.  The nitrogen 

13   concentration of those effluents is less than 

14   five, so it meets the nondegradation provisions.  

15   And the BOD and TSS, for example, for those of you 

16   who know what those items are, would be typically 

17   less than ten.  

18   Also another provision of those highly 

19   treated waters is typically they would have a 

20   turbidity measurement taken, like you would in a 

21   drinking water situation, and they would have to 

22   maintain a turbidity level of two NTU or less.  So 

23   very, very stringent requirements, but they follow 

24   the national criteria for what's been experienced 

25   nationwide.  
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1   We don't anticipate a lot of people will 

2   come forward with projects in the near term future 

3   to meet these criteria, but we wanted to get ahead 

4   of the curve, and bring these criteria into our 

5   state standards.  

6   So the provision we're asking for today 

7   from the Council is under the Water Quality Act, 

8   for these highly treated waters, these A-1/B-1 

9   classifications, we are looking for an exclusion 

10   criteria from groundwater permits, much like we 

11   did many years ago in 1999.  

12   I believe we asked for an exclusion for 

13   those systems that apply to agronomic rates.  So 

14   in other words, the effluents that are being 

15   applied today are typically applied at an 

16   agronomic rate that is fully utilized by the plant 

17   crop that's being grown, with no discharge to 

18   groundwater.  And in those cases, we've asked for 

19   an exclusion from a groundwater permit 

20   requirement.  

21   In much the same manner, we're asking 

22   for exclusion now for these A-1 and B-1 class 

23   waters, such that people that go to the effort and 

24   the expense of building a system to treat to these 

25   levels will not have to have and maintain a 
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1   groundwater discharge permit.  

2   So that's the action item we're pursuing 

3   with the Council today, and that would be 

4   accomplished under the Administrative Rules.  

5   Section 17-30-101(17) establishes an unrestricted 

6   reclaimed wastewater definition.  

7   And then Section 17-30-1022 Subparagraph 

8   (g) establishes the clarification on the 

9   application of reclaimed wastewater at agronomic 

10   rates, so we clarified that exclusion that was 

11   already in place to clearly state that those were 

12   applications at agronomic rates.  

13   Then Subparagraph (h), which is where we 

14   added the public sewage systems that discharge 

15   unrestricted reclaimed wastewater, and have been 

16   reviewed and approved under Title 75, Chapter

17   6, are seeking an exclusion from groundwater 

18   discharge permits.  

19   So you can find that language at that 

20   link that we provided with the agenda today, and 

21   hopefully everybody has had a chance to review 

22   that.  But with that, that pretty much concludes 

23   my presentation and request, and I'm open for any 

24   kind of comment or feedback.  

25   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you, 
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1   Terry.  Is there any discussion amongst the 

2   Council?  Any questions?  

3   MS. WILLIAMS:  Karen, I have a question. 

4   Terry, on the unrestricted land application, is 

5   there any setback from -- I know this is treated 

6   water, but as many of us know, perception is often 

7   reality.  And is there any setback or anything 

8   required for that kind of application as far as 

9   its proximity to drinking water wells?  

10   MR. CAMPBELL:  Yes, Karen, there is.  

11   There is a setback from drinking water wells, a 

12   setback from surface waters, and typical setbacks 

13   from any other types of surface impoundments that 

14   we would be concerned about.  

15   MS. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  Thank you.  

16   Forgive me if that's in the documents.  I just 

17   appreciate you answering the question.  

18   MR. CAMPBELL:  I know it's buried in 

19   there and it's hard to find, but it is in there.  

20   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  That was 

21   Kathleen, correct?  

22   MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  Sorry about that.  

23   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Are there 

24   other questions from the Council?  

25   (No response)  
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1   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Any 

2   discussion?  

3   (No response)  

4   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you, 

5   Terry.  The Council is being asked with this 

6   action item to make a recommendation to proceed 

7   with the rulemaking as requested.  

8   MR. SALLEY:  This is Earl Salley.  I 

9   recommend that they proceed with the rulemaking 

10   with the Water Quality Act with the described 

11   amendments.  

12   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you.  

13   MS. NEUMAN:  I'll second it.  This is 

14   Stevie.  

15   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you, 

16   Stevie.  We have a motion to recommend proceeding 

17   with the rulemaking as requested on DEQ Circular 

18   2.  All in favor.  

19   (Response)  

20   MS. WILLIAMS:  I just want to make a 

21   comment first, Karen.  I think motion, second, 

22   then discussion possibly, and then note, if I've 

23   got my Roberts Rules right.  

24   I would just comment, Terry, that I 

25   think this is going to be interesting related to 
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1   the public involvement on this as it goes to the 

2   BER, and I would encourage you to do an extensive 

3   public involvement element.  

4   I think it will be interesting to see 

5   what people think of this, and I just wanted to 

6   insert that into the discussion because I guess I 

7   really favor us moving ahead with reuse, but I 

8   also don't want to have this appear as a total 

9   blanket stamp of support of WPCAC, at least from 

10   my perspective, because I'm really interested to 

11   see what the public thinks of the proposal, and I 

12   encourage DEQ to have a real -- as you always do, 

13   I'm sure -- a real functional public involvement 

14   opportunity.  So I just wanted to say that before 

15   we voted.  

16   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you 

17   very much.  Are there any other comments or 

18   discussions before we vote?  

19   MR. WENDLAND:  Karen, this is Mike 

20   Wendland.  I also have -- I guess good comments 

21   there from Kathleen, but talking about House Bill 

22   52 and when they start establishing standard 

23   classifications, and treatment requirements, those 

24   things kind of always worry me that they maybe 

25   make unattainable limits or unattainable numbers 
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1   on those requirements.  

2   And I know we just got done, or I mean 

3   Terry just got done telling us that we'd do that 

4   above and beyond, but those kind of things, when 

5   they start putting actual numbers down, how do we 

6   keep track of that recordkeeping and reporting, 

7   those kind of things, unless they're spelled out 

8   pretty clearly.  And maybe that's all part of this 

9   plan to get this done.  But those things I just 

10   always have concerns.  Thank you.  

11   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Will we have 

12   additional chances to comment on DEQ2, Terry?  

13   MR. CAMPBELL:  Yes, we do plan to have, 

14   Madam Chairman, an extensive comment period with 

15   respect to adoption of these rules, and we do 

16   recognize that this is probably the most 

17   controversial piece of the entire puzzle.  So we 

18   do anticipate we will get some feedback, and we 

19   may end up making changes to portions of the 

20   document itself, and in particular this Appendix B 

21   as we get that feedback.  

22   So there will be a public comment period 

23   through the Board process of adoption of the rules 

24   and the circular, and we are open to extending 

25   that if need be, and taking the time that is 
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1   necessary to ensure that we have a good package in 

2   the end.  

3   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you.  

4   Any other discussion or comments from the Council 

5   regarding the motion?  

6   (No response)  

7   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  The motion is 

8   to recommend DEQ proceed with rulemaking under the 

9   Water Quality Act, and making these changes to 

10   DEQ2.  

11   MS. WILLIAMS:  I'll call the question, 

12   Karen.  This is Kathleen, and calling the question 

13   means let's vote.  

14   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  All in favor.  

15   (Response)  

16   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  The motion is 

17   passed.  Thank you everybody.  

18   The remaining agenda items are briefing 

19   items.  The first one is Bob is going to brief us 

20   on the EQC action regarding WPCAC in the meeting 

21   recently held.  Bob.  

22   MR. BUKANTIS:  My first of two briefing 

23   items, and I'm going to be very brief on this 

24   because unfortunately I had a conflict and could 

25   not be at the EQC meeting.  

 
 LAURIE CRUTCHER, RPR
 406-442-8262



 
 
 
 26

1   But recall, I think it was at the end of 

2   our last meeting, that we reported to you that EQC 

3   was reviewing State government advisory councils, 

4   and making an evaluation of whether EQC thought 

5   that those councils should continue in their 

6   current functions.  And Mark Bostrom was there 

7   from the Department, reported to Environmental 

8   Quality Council, and EQC did indeed affirm that 

9   WPCAC should continue in its current function.  

10   And Kathleen, given that you were there 

11   at the meeting as an EQC member, and I understand 

12   you spoke, you might want to add to that.  

13   MS. WILLIAMS:  Sure.  This is Kathleen.  

14   And DEQ has assured me that there isn't a conflict 

15   of interest by the fact that I am a member of EQC 

16   and also a member of this body.  

17   But I think Mark addressed the 

18   committee.  Dude and -- I didn't prepare to speak 

19   on this today, but my recollection is that Dude 

20   submitted some written comments that were handed 

21   out, and I think Mark handed out Bob's comments, 

22   if I recall correctly.  And I was asked to comment 

23   because I had to declare my involvement to the 

24   group, or I felt like I should.  

25   So basically the way it ended up was 
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1   that the EQC has been -- and all interim 

2   legislative committees have had an assignment to 

3   review all of the advisory councils within their 

4   agency's jurisdiction, the agencies that they have 

5   oversight over.  

6   So this was one of many that the EQC has 

7   been reviewing.  And one I think at least that day 

8   was recommended for dissolution, but WPCAC was 

9   recommended to continue.  So this group has the 

10   support of the Legislature, and it was an 

11   important sort of catching back for the 

12   Legislature to do on whether these entities should 

13   continue to exist, and so it has got the support 

14   of at least that committee.  

15   MR. SALLEY:  Kathleen, this is Earl 

16   Salley.  Was there any opposition to the proposal?  

17   MS. WILLIAMS:  No.  I think the vote was 

18   unanimous, and I can't remember if we -- a couple 

19   other councils we recommended some tweaks to their 

20   legislation, and I think we didn't in this case.  

21   But again, I wasn't prepared to speak on this, and 

22   I'm going from memory, but I think we recommended 

23   it continue in its present statutory form.  

24   MR. SALLEY:  Thank you.  

25   MR. BUKANTIS:  And if I might jump in.  
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1   This is Bob again.  I did write that summary sheet 

2   for EQC for the Department on WPCAC, just to 

3   confirm that, Kathleen.  

4   MS. WILLIAMS:  Thank you.  

5   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Any other 

6   comments or comments or questions?  

7   (No response)  

8   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you, 

9   Bob.  The next item you're prepared to speak to is 

10   the introduction of the new secretary and member 

11   change, please.  

12   MR. BUKANTIS:  I'm going to have to step 

13   down as your secretary because I'm going to retire 

14   late next month from State government.  And I 

15   haven't set a specific date yet, but I've been 

16   working on transitioning duties.  

17   And in the case of this position, Amy 

18   has been considering it, and I think Amy will do a 

19   great job.  We talked about the possibility of 

20   several different people doing it in the 

21   Department, and it is the Director's call, and 

22   Richard ultimately decided that Amy would step in 

23   and fill the position as WPCAC secretary for the 

24   Department.  

25   So I'll be transitioning things to her, 
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1   and Amy will be your secretary for the next 

2   meeting.  And I'll probably send a message off to 

3   you before I officially retire, but for now I just 

4   want to say that I've enjoyed working with you all 

5   very, very much, and thank you for all the things 

6   that I've learned from all of you.  And with that 

7   I'll let Amy say something, if you'd like to.  

8   MS. STEINMETZ:  Sure.  This is Amy 

9   Steinmetz.  I would like to just say that I'm 

10   really looking forward to working with all of you.  

11   I've been impressed the last couple of meetings 

12   with the breadth of knowledge, and the really good 

13   questions and involvement that you all have, so 

14   really looking forward to working with you.  I 

15   think it will be a really great experience.  

16   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Welcome, Amy.  

17   And boy, Bob, that's exciting news for you.  Can 

18   you tell us how long you've served as the 

19   secretary for WPCAC?  

20   MR. BUKANTIS:  I think about ten years, 

21   plus or minus.  

22   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  You're pretty 

23   dang good at it.  

24   MR. BUKANTIS:  Thank you.  It's been 

25   fun.  I've really enjoyed working with you all and 
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1   past members of this group.  

2   MS. WILLIAMS:  I'd like to say 

3   congratulations, Bob, and thanks -- this is 

4   Kathleen -- thanks for all that you've done for 

5   DEQ and the State of Montana.  And it is a loss, 

6   but you've provided great service, and it has been 

7   enjoyable working with you.  It sounds like this 

8   might be your last WPCAC meeting, and if so, we 

9   wish you wonderful new adventures, if I can speak 

10   for myself and possibly others in the room.  So 

11   thanks for your service.  

12   MR. BUKANTIS:  Thank you, Kathleen.  

13   MR. MUGGLI:  This is Roger Muggli.  I'd 

14   like to say, Bob, that I very much appreciate your 

15   help on all of the water issues over the years 

16   that we've talked about on the east end here, and 

17   congratulations on your retirement, and hope you 

18   have a lot of fun, and don't forget to come over 

19   and see us over here.  

20   MR. BUKANTIS:  Thanks, Roger.  

21   MR. SALLEY:  Bob, thanks for your 

22   service, and enjoy your retirement.  It's really 

23   nice.  

24   MR. WENDLAND:  Bob, this is Mike 

25   Wendland.  When he wanted to know how long you've 
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1   been with WPCAC, I was thinking he was going to 

2   ask how long you'd been with DEQ.  And we've known 

3   each other a long time, so I do want to thank you 

4   for all you've done.  

5   MR. BUKANTIS:  Thank you, Mike.  

6   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you, 

7   Bob.  I appreciate you letting us know, and I want 

8   to reiterate what everybody else said.  As long as 

9   I've known you, you've worked hard, very hard to 

10   do the best for Montana, and you've worked very 

11   hard for DEQ, and a great appreciation for the 

12   knowledge and hard work you've done, and the 

13   mentoring that you've done for so many people 

14   there.  Thank you.  

15   MR. BUKANTIS:  Thank you, Karen, and 

16   thanks all of you again.  

17   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  The agenda 

18   includes an item that says "WPCAC member change."  

19   Is that --   

20   MR. BUKANTIS:  I'm sorry.  I forgot that 

21   part.  One other retirement.  Dick Hoehne retired 

22   from the city of Philipsburg.  And in fact some of 

23   you may know, or he may have shared, but he tried 

24   to retire early, and the City kind of held, 

25   convinced him to stay on for awhile; and he 
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1   successfully managed to move on, and then 

2   subsequently retired from WPCAC as well.  

3   So Amy has started the search for a new 

4   Council member that would represent community 

5   public works directors.  

6   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Is there any 

7   desire that the Council members notify people or 

8   provide some suggestions if is that appropriate?  

9   MR. BUKANTIS:  I think it would be, 

10   Karen.  And yes, you could forward those to me, or 

11   Amy, or both, if you have such.  And the 

12   Governor's Office has a website that perhaps some 

13   or all of you are familiar with, where people can 

14   nominate themselves.  And the Governor's Office 

15   has asked us to work with our Director Richard 

16   Opper to provide some names to the Governor for 

17   consideration to fill Dick's seat.  

18   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you.  

19   We'll move our focus now to the next agenda item, 

20   which is public comment.  I understand there is a 

21   member at least of the public there.  I'd like to 

22   open this up for the public now.  

23   MS. FREESTONE:  Thank you.  I have no 

24   comment.  

25   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you, 
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1   Nola.  

2   The next item on our agenda is agenda 

3   items for our next meeting.  Our next meeting is 

4   June 29th.  

5   MR. BUKANTIS:  I think what we've got 

6   coming up -- and I have to admit that I dropped 

7   the ball on preparing for this.  Jenny is gone.  

8   But I think that Jenny is likely to come forward 

9   with a big rulemaking package next meeting on -- I 

10   think it was Subchapter 13 of the permitting rules 

11   that are being thoroughly reworked.  

12   MR. McNEIL:  Yes.  

13   MR. BUKANTIS:  And again, I apologize 

14   because I missed my usual homework on this.  And 

15   we were thinking at one point of coming forward 

16   with a nutrient rule package, but I think that is 

17   now much more likely to come to the Council in 

18   August.  That would definitely be a substantive 

19   package.  I'm trying to --   

20   MR. McNEIL:  Permitting would be 

21   bringing in DES package for --  

22   MR. BUKANTIS:  Yes, that's the one.  

23   MR. McNEIL:  Thirteen.  

24   MR. BUKANTIS:  That I mentioned.  I 

25   suspect Permitting will be coming forward with a 
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1   package in June.  So that's the only thing that 

2   I'm able to pull up right now, so I suspect we 

3   will have a meeting, but we'll go through the 

4   normal solicitation of agenda items in preparation 

5   for the meeting.  

6   MS. WILLIAMS:  Karen, I have couple -- 

7   Actually maybe they're questions or suggestions.  

8   I'm not sure.  Maybe a question that might turn 

9   into a suggestion.  

10   One is we just talked about DEQ2 and the 

11   public involvement process, and I don't know if 

12   the June meeting will have allowed for a sense of 

13   what the public comments were on that, but it 

14   might be a chance for us to hear a little bit 

15   about how that's going, if the group agrees.  

16   Then the other question I have is 

17   whether all the activity in eastern Montana is 

18   creating any need for DEQ to take action regarding 

19   permitting of wastewater systems, or anything we 

20   need to help facilitate for DEQ to respond to that 

21   activity out there.  So I guess that's a question 

22   that might lead to a suggestion.  

23   And then on the first one, if it is 

24   timely, maybe we could just have short update on 

25   how DEQ2 is going.  
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1   MR. BUKANTIS:  Okay.  Just to try to 

2   summarize that, what I've heard is an update on 

3   DEQ2, and public outreach; and an update on 

4   Department activity with regard to how we're 

5   coping with the oil and gas boom in eastern 

6   Montana.  Does that fairly characterize it?  

7   MS. WILLIAMS:  Sure, again, if Terry 

8   thinks that the DEQ2 update would be timely; and 

9   then also if the group agrees that they have an 

10   interest in the second topic.  

11   Is Terry still there?  Terry, would that 

12   be timely?  

13   MR. BUKANTIS:  I'm just realizing I 

14   shouldn't speak for Terry because he's not here.  

15   I guess speak to his absence.  So we can follow up 

16   with him on that issue if that's what the Council 

17   would like.  

18   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Are there any 

19   other suggested agenda items for the next meeting?  

20   (No response)  

21   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  I don't hear 

22   any.  I would request a motion to adjourn if there 

23   is nothing else.  

24   MR. SALLEY:  Earl Salley.  I move that 

25   we adjourn.  
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1   MS. NEUMAN:  I'll second.  

2   MS. WILLIAMS:  Second.  

3   CHAIRMAN BUCKLIN-SANCHEZ:  Thank you, 

4   everybody.  

5   MR. BUKANTIS:  Thank you, Karen.  Nice 

6   job.  

7   MS. WILLIAMS:  Everyone take care.  Talk 

8   to you later.  

9   (The proceedings were concluded

10   at 10:55 a.m. )

11   * * * * *

12    

13    

14    

15    

16    

17    

18    

19    
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